Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace
Level 6 Comprehension Questions

 AF2
After reading pages 4 – 7 ask children to identify two similarities and two differences between Alfred Wallace and Charles Darwin.  

Similarity answers could be taken from:

· they were both born and grew up in Great Britain
· they both enjoyed nature when they were children

· neither enjoyed the jobs/training they were doing as there interests were with nature
Differences answers could be taken from:

· Wallace grew up in Wales, Darwin grew up in England

· Darwin’s mother died when he was only 8

· Darwin went to boarding school when he was 13, Wallace had to leave his Grammar school when he was 14 to help support his family

· Darwin went to university, Wallace worked in different jobs

AF4
Look at the blue box on page 9 and discuss why it has been included and how it  supports the theme and purpose of the book.

Answers should include:

· sets the context within the historical period

· explains that collectors were not doing something wrong, they just did not have the knowledge we have today

· the overall theme and purpose is to tell the reader about these two collectors so it gives background about the period they lived in and the thoughts and knowledge of people at the time.
AF5

After reading page 10, pause to identify the word ‘devoured’ and ask children to explain its meaning in the context of the sentence on this page.  Discuss why the author has chosen to use this word in this context?

Answers should include:

· it does not mean ‘ate’ it means that he read them quickly and enthusiastically

· the author has used the word to show the reader that Wallace did not simply read books because he had to, he enthusiastically read them quickly because he wanted to.  

· The author wants to show the enthusiasm that Wallace had for reading these kinds of books.
AF3
Identify how, on page 12, the focus shifts to two more famous explorers.  Discuss why the author has included this page and why is it significant to the rest of the book?

Discussion should cover:

· provides context and historical background about the rest of the world and what had and had not been discovered at this time

· it states that both Wallace and Darwin were inspired by Humboldt’s writing which suggests that this will mean it was significant to events that are going to happen in the rest of the book

· The men who are mentioned on this page made lots of natural discoveries and wrote about the adventures – something both Wallace and Darwin loved reading about and then went on to do themselves.

· Darwin wanted to travel as he was inspired by the books he had read – this will be significant to the rest of the story.
AF2

After reading page 14-15, ask children to identify the two reasons why Charles Darwin nearly didn't set sail on the HMS Beagle.

Answers should include:

· His father refused to pay his expenses as he was not impressed by the idea.  Luckily Darwin’s uncle persuaded him to change his mind.
· FitzRoy (the ship’s captain) nearly rejected him because of the shape of his nose.  He thought that a round nose meant Darwin would ne weak and lazy.  Luckily he ignored his concerns.
AF6
After reading pages 16-17 discuss how the children think Charles Darwin would have felt whilst he was on his ‘epic journey’? Encourage them to use evidence from the text to back up their answers.
Answers might include:

· excited as it was the best thing that could have happened to him at that age

· content as he was doing what he had always wanted to do 

· homesick – he was away for 5 whole years

· privileged – to see all the different countries and encounter all kinds of incredible plants, animals, rocks and fossils.
AF6

Discuss with the children whether they would like to go on a five-year voyage and do the work that Charles Darwin did.
Answers will vary but might be positive and include:

· it would be exciting to visit so many different countries

· I love nature so to discover new things would be brilliant

· I would love to travel on a ship

Equally they might be negative and include:

· I would get seasick on a boat

· I would not want to be away from home for 5 years

· I would be bored collecting specimens

· I would miss my home comforts and technological devices!
AF4
On page 19 we are told that Charles Darwin was a ‘loving, caring father’.  Discuss how has the author structured this paragraph to show this was unusual for this historical period?
Answers should include:

· The paragraph begins by stating the number of children Darwin and his wife had

· The second sentence explains clearly how men usually behaved towards their children at this time

· The last two sentences show that Darwin did not follow the conventions at the time.  The author uses the word ‘though’ to show the contrast between the second and third sentences.
AF6
After reading page 22, discuss why it might have surprised some people that Wallace set off on a second voyage in 1853.
Answers should include:

· his previous voyage ended in disaster as the ship caught fire and sank.  Wallace and the crew were rescued after 10 days in a lifeboat.  He lost all his notebooks and sketches.

· Some people would never want to go to sea again and would be really sad that they had lost all of their things.  They would be too frightened to get in another boat.  Therefore, it would surprise them that Wallace was willing to go off to sea again.
AF3
Draw children’s attention to the photographs on page 26, 28 and 29 and discuss how they help to bring the story that is told in the book to greater relevance for its audience of today.
Answers should include:

· the photographs show that the reptiles and birds are real and still around today

· they are named after Wallace and Darwin which makes the relevance of the story even more real for the reader as they are actual species.

· Although Wallace and Darwin are now dead, the species named after them can still be seen by people today.
AF2
‘Species change over time and distance’.  Ask children to locate two pieces of evidence, from the information on page 32 and 33, that could be cited to support each of these types of changes.

Changes over time:

· fossils show that animals, such as the sloth, used to exist even though they looked different to what we know of sloths today.
Changes over distance:
· Darwin found that the rheas of South America changed in size from big (in the north) to small (in the south).
Low 6

Ask children to explain why Thomas Malthus was important to Darwin and his work.
Answers should include:

· He wrote a book that Darwin read – it helped Darwin to understand how his findings fitted into a bigger picture.
· Malthus wrote that if there were too many people there would not be enough food for everyone so humans would struggle against each other to survive – Darwin made the link between this idea and the animals and plants he had studied

· He realized that only the best were able to survive and thus his idea of natural selection fell in to place.

· Malthus’ work gave Darwin the confidence to know his ideas were important and set him on the way to writing his book.
AF7
Discuss why Darwin avoided including information about the human species in his book (page 45).
Discussion should include:

· including humans in the natural selection idea would go against people’s strong religious beliefs that God created humans.

· People were much more religious in Darwin and Wallace’s day and would have been really angry and upset with an idea that challenged their faith.

· Darwin wanted his ideas to be accepted and knew that they would still face opposition but not as big an opposition as they would if he said humans had evolved from monkeys!
AF3
‘The legacy that Darwin and Wallace left was immense’.  Ask children if they agree with this statement and ask them to give reasons, from the text, to support their conclusions.
Answers that agree might include:

· huge influence on modern science
· thousands of scientists have built on their ideas

· evolution was the basis for the science of genetics which is really important today

· evolution is still being debated today and there work is quoted in many discussions

Answers that disagree might include:
· May agree that Darwin’s legacy was immense but not Wallace’s as he is not as well remembered today
· Other people would have come to the same conclusion so if they hadn’t the legacy would have been left by someone else

· More important areas of science have been discovered since

· We know more about living things now than they did
